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Larvae and pupae live in areas that are flooded when the water level is very high,
typically 5m to 30m from the river edge, but sometimes more than 100minland. = ooooroooosooooooo e
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Buzzing
beetle

THE dominant species of firefly
in Kuala Selangor is the synchro-
nous flashing Pteroptyx tener. The
other two species are P, valida
(non-synchronous) and P. malac-
cae (synchronous but rare).

The life span of P. tener from
egg to adulthood is four to seven
months, with almost 60% of its
lifetime spent as a predatory
larva. Their flash frequency is
about 3.7 flashes per second and
their timing is precise.

At night, the females deposit
their eggs in the soil and among
moss and decaying plant material
in the floodplain. Between 80 to
150 eggs are laid each time. The
larva survives by preying on
small mangrove snails.
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